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agricultural research., appointment of an Inspector General
of Agriculture for the West Indies, and other reforms, in-
cluding land settlement and the improvement of communi-
cations. Many of these measures were later carried out under
the regions described at the end of this chapter.
In the political sphere, the Commission declared West
Indian Federation to be the ultimate objective and recom-
mended various preparatory measures, including the local
unification of services, extension of the franchise and reduc-
tion of official representation. The new constitutions for
Jamaica and Trinidad mark a beginning in this process. The
Commission recommends the amalgamation of the Leeward
and Windward groups despite the failure of previous pro-
posals. Many other detailed proposals weire made covering
a wide field, and progress is still being made in many of
these directions.
Before leaving the British West Indies, it is appropriate
to refer here to the leases for naval and air bases which
were granted to the United States during the war, and which
not only helped to bring them into closer association with
their great neighbour, but also assisted materially in the
restoration of economic prosperity after the war.
On the initiative of the British Government, leases were
offered on a ninety-nine-year basis of suitable sites for naval
and air stations in Newfoundland, Bermuda and the West
Indies. Those in Newfoundland and on the east coast and
great bay of Bermuda were granted "freely and without
consideration." The leases in the West Indies were granted
in return for naval and military equipment. The West Indian
bases are on the eastern side of the Bahamas group, the
southern coast of Jamaica, the western coast of St. Lucia,
on the west coast of Trinidad in the gulf of Paria, in the
island of Antigua and in British Guiana within 50 miles
of Georgetown.